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Hi. My name is Jessica Smallwood. | have been modeling
for about 4 years now. | have had several bumps in the road
as being told, I'd never be able to accomplish my modeling
dream. | have even had some body shaming. | have over
came it though with several photographers help. | have
even now been published in some other magazines. This
has been an awesome year as it's always been a dream to
be published. This is my number one dream though to be
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published in tease magazine!. | have been pushing very
hard to accomplish my dreams and get as many photo-
shoots, | can to build my portfolio and get myself out there
more.

Photography:Melissa Morris, Terry fry, Billy r McGill jr &
Rosa Anderson
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Hi there. I'm Katelyn, Katie for short,
I'm 27, and finally believing big
dreams can come true, my story and
why I'm finally doing this ? | recently
found out | have cancer in my cervix
and my Uterus is mis shaped, | have
endometriosis with a bunch of oth-
er things wrong, so | would love to
see a fertility specialist so hopeful-
ly one day | can make a mini me. Or
save for adoption; So here | am with
the crazy wild dream to be a mod-
el or photographed in a magazine.
My goal one day...| want to start an
apprenticeship to be Piercer, along
with my aspiring model. I've nev-
er been the pretty girl, or popular
so to even put myself out there has
been huge for my self love and con-
fidence. | have been sick for months
in months, lost of job, friendships, to
get any help in this hard time would
make me even more grateful. When |
say help, | mean to get my story out!
2020 was hard as we all know. | lost
8 people. Two uncles and two best-
friends a couple childhood/ home
town friends. In February | was sex-
ually assaulted, and too afraid to say
anything, a lot of friends and fami-
ly didn't Believe it | had to say or
take it seriously, regardless SPEAK
UP. When [ finally put my words out
there, the guy had three other open
cases against him. Grief is hard. It's
hard not to blame ourselves, Feel
guilty and remember to forget the
Trumatic things that happen to us.
| do feel like the real goal in life is
to figure out how to be happy be-
cause bad things are gonna happen
and how we deal with it and react
is what makes us grow. | still have
nightmares I'm still scared. But girl
or guy we had to stand together be-
cause Sexual assault and death hap-
pen and to feel alone, After feeling
defeated it is worst feeling of them
all. I had such high hopes for 2021
just to lead into it finding out all this
news of cancer that flipped my world
around. This is why | wanna Chase
my dreams life is so short and | just
wanna be happy. | also would like to
support anyone doing throu%h rief,
Depression, and suicide. Talk about
your feelings and take care of your
body we are so fragile.
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Hey you! My name is Mari-
ah. I'm a free lance model
based out of upstate NY.
But, my first job is mama. |
have a beautiful daughter
and a handsome little boy
that are my entire world.

| started this journey 6 years
ago as a hair model, just for
fun. | thought it would be
cool to get my hair spiced
up and walk down the run-
way. Little did | know, my
passion for modeling began
there. My passion however
did not include hair mode-
ling, it quickly took a turn.
While | never forgot where
| started, | couldn’t wait to
get off that runway and just
pose in front of the camera.
| love working with differ-

ent photographers coming
up with new and creative
ways to shoot. Each and
every photographer has
their own eye, and | love
to collaborate with that to
make a beautiful photo.

My biggest goal in life is
to be the best person | can
be and to pass these traits
onto others. My children es-
pecially. | aim to show them
the world is theirs.

If you want it, take it!

Photographer:
Luke LaPorta Photography
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Being a 43-year-old mum to three chil-
dren, 18 months ago | never dreamed
of being a model. | was shy and retir-
ing, | was dared to post an underwear
style image in a Facebook group which
I did although | hid my face. | had spent
many years in an abusive relationship
where | suffer daily put downs regard-
ing my appearance. | did not think |
was pretty, let along sexy. Confidence
was a major issue for me as | had next
to nothing.

A few kind words did wonders for my
self-esteem. The next minute | was
taking more photographs and sudden-
ly scouted for a national modelling
competition. The budding model was
emerging from her shell!

Thrown into the lion’s den for my first
professional shoot, | had no idea how
to pose. | did what can naturally to me
with a little help and direction | man-
aged to produce the shots which are
pictured here. | could not believe it
when | made the final.

| had gone from literally taking snap-
shots in my bedroom to an interna-
tionally published model in the space
of a year. My confidence has boomed
and my insecurities are long gone. Do
| think | am the next face of Gucci or
Prada - absolutely not! But | am going
to continue being creative and pro-
ducing great images.

| guess what you can take from my sto-
ry, is that you are never too old to start
a new adventure. Never let anyone
standing in the way of your dreams
and aspirations! You can achieve any-
thing with a little confidence in your-
self.

I am back in the National modelling
competition this year for a second
shot at the crown, so please follow me
on my next adventure which begins in
the second half of 2021!
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| am a professional published model of Mem-
phis TN. | have loved modeling sense age
13 years old. | begin my Modeling career as
a model of Memphis TN in the year of 2015,
and was later assigned to a agency called
Work Of Art Agency of Memphis TN for my
talent. | have also done many fashion shows
in the local areas of Memphis and even parts
of Mississippi, as well as out of town shows. |
have traveled to many cities such as ATL,New
York, Kansas City,New Orleans as well as chi-
cago. Modeling isn't something | can just give
up onit's my passion, not only | love what | do
| live it everyday of my life. My idols always
have been Tyra Banks & Naomi campbell.
Seeing them on the runway always motivat-
ed me to give it my best no matter what.In
2019 and in 2020 | was nominated for The
SCM Awards for Model OTY by Jay Shield of
Memphis TN. | was also nominated for Hood
Idol Magazine Model OTY in Moss Point Ms.
And received a throphy for my hard work.
Modeling is everything to me! As a model of

Memphis TN, | strive for d best | can be not
only as a model, but as a mother of five beau-
tiful children, a wife, and as a grandmother
of two . In the fashion industry | have done
TV, commercial, videos Lingerie,nude,and
body Art,| was even published in many Mag-
azines, such as Xplosure, Erotica, Dime, XOXO,
Through The Lens,Slay Queenz, Hood ldol,
and Faschic Magazine for my talent as a mod-
el, and also on Roku for Battle Of The Strut
which is produced by Kimberly Young of Kan-
sas City, and been interviewed on the radio
of 92.7fm on The Chris Grindhard Show. As
a 5"2 inch model | continue to push towards
sucess. | love how God created me. He creat-
ed me to be able to stay focused,and moti-
vated, as well as having confident in myself. |
love being me, different how God created me
to be. | am your favorite Memphis Model, The
Memphis Slayer

Photographer: Greg Moore & Trent Rayborn]r
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| work very hard, almost too hard.
| rarely have any days off since I'm
juggling so much. My personal busi-
ness is called Enchanted Forest Par-
ties, | perform as any princess for
children’s parties. My services in-
clude face painting, balloon twist-
ing, games, and glamour parties. |
also have superheroes and some
mascots as well. It's such a reward-
ing experience getting to perform
for children, but unfortunately due
to covid my party business is on hold
since gatherings are illegal.

I'm also an independent consultant
for Arbonne and it's become one of
my passions. | love their vegan cos-
metic line for my parties since it's
completely cruelty free, free from
toxic chemicals, and safe for chil-
dren’s delicate faces. I'm also in
love with their nutrition program, 30
days to healthy living, that's helped
me tremendously with feeling more

energized. As an added bonus it also
helps with weight management, re-
ducing inflammation, and feeling
more balanced. | love coaching peo-
ple to help them to feel better from
within.

Since covid has put a lot of business-
es on freeze, people have been turn-
ing to their hobbies to generate extra
income. I've been modeling on and
off since 2006. | started modeling
part time about 5 years ago and over
the past few years of building up my
portfolio, I'm getting booked pretty
consistently for work. My advice to
anyone starting out is to practice
in the mirror, relax, and try not care
about how silly think you may look.
It's better to try something new than
to regret not trying at all.

Photographer: Joel Sanchez
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